Madness in the Middle Ages.?Terrible Cures.
In England, where everything that is excessive in a great civilisation is to be found, mental alienation is very frequent. Many special causes contribute to this, such as ill-assorted marriages, which engender hereditary insanity, hazardous and desperate speculations, the frequency of commercial crises, the increasing fluctuations of political life, the laziness peculiar to the rich, the abuse of fermented liquors, and, lastly, the immense number of religious sects.
In France mental derangement is determined by vanity, ambition, pride, an immoderate love of pleasure, scepticism, and love. The sentiment of personality, as the French would call it, that is to say, inordinate self-love, and a certain inconstancy and fickleness of the ideas, were, at the time of the Gauls, as they are now, the distinctive characteristics of that great nation.
